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Sunday', November 22.
INFLUENZA has been very bad in Apia, almost every one has had it, and there have been many deaths ; so, as you may imagine, none of us have gone down so long as we could avoid it. On Tuesday, however, Louis was obliged to go upon important business, and he came home quite upset and distressed at what he had seen. He said the people were going about like the ghosts of what they had been, and a gloom seemed to lie over the whole place. No one could think or speak of anything else. The most cheerful answer he got from any one was, * I haven't been as bad as most/ and the man who gave it looked so thin and ill that one wonders what the rest must have suffered. It was quite impossible to keep out of infection, and Lou was so afraid of bringing it home to
us here, that he wanted to stay with Mr. H------
till he saw whether he himself had taken it or not. Of course, however, we would not hear of this, and I am thankful that as yet he shows no signs of illness, so we hope he has escaped. This has again postponed the unfortunate fancy ball, which was to have come off on Friday; now it is not to be held till the New Year, and indeed, as both the German and American men-of-war have left the bay to keep clear of infection, there would have been an overwhelming dearth of partners at present What concerns me more